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The MERL Thames Rivercruise Reading Museum



In 2021, Reading will be celebrating the 900th anniversary of Reading Abbey.  
The Abbey was founded in 1121 by King Henry I of England and he was buried 
there in 1136. Explore the Ruins of Reading Abbey or visit the Abbey Gateway, 
former school of author Jane Austen. Oscar Wilde spent 2 unhappy years 
imprisoned in nearby Reading Gaol – his experience bequeathed several great 
works of literature to the world. 

Waterways have always been important to Reading. The town owes its existence 
to its location on the Thames and Kennet rivers and has seven miles of river 
frontage. The centre of the town is close to the confluence of the two rivers 
with the town’s history and present revolving around them. Take a Thames 
Rivercruise up river to Mapledurham Watermill, swim and dine at Thames 
Lido, walk the Thames Path National Trail, or dine alongside the River Kennet. 

Reading’s museums will introduce you to a whole new world. From the 
fascinating history of Reading and the only copy of the Bayeux Tapestry  
in the UK at Reading Museum, to the story of food and farming at  
The MERL or Greek archaeology at the Ure Museum.  

Whilst in Reading, walk through Caversham Court Gardens, an historic 
Thameside garden listed on the English Heritage Gardens Register. The 17th and 
19th century features of the garden have come back to life.

Reading is an incredible place to shop, with a massive variety of retailers from 
large high-street chains as well as the town’s beloved independents. With two 
big shopping centres – The Oracle and Broad Street Mall – located in the 
town centre, everything is within a short walking distance. 

There’s an array of accommodation from town centre chic – The Roseate 
Reading, and group friendly hotels – Novotel Reading Central, to  
out-of-town locations. 
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Resources include:

• Book a guided tour of Reading Abbey Ruins during its 900th year.

• Reading’s Museums and Riverside Trail – The trail links the 
Riverside Museum at Blake’s Lock to Reading Museum in the town 
centre and the River Thames, illustrating Reading’s long history.

• Cultural Break Itinerary – from Roman Silchester to Huntley & 
Palmers biscuit tin collection, a museum telling the story of two rivers 
to a museum of Zoology, a collection of Greek ceramics, a medical 
museum and Thames Valley Police Museum. Book an Abbey Quarter 
guided walk and take in a performance at The Hexagon.

• Walk and Relax Experience. Combine a walk with a Thames 
Rivercruise boat trip (pre-booked groups only). Walk from Reading to 
Shiplake (7 miles). Pick up your boat at Shiplake and enjoy lunch or 
afternoon tea on board on the return to Reading. 

• Guided Walks — themed walking tours of the town. Or hire local  
Blue Badge Guide Graham Horn for a town or beyond tour.

Groups and Travel Trade
Reading offers a warm welcome to groups and international visitors. 
We’ve developed resources to help groups, tour operators and wholesalers 
create inspiring programmes to discover Reading’s heritage.

 www.livingreading.co.uk/traveltrade

Tours & trails

Open for Art Festival

Walk and Relax Experience

https://web.livingreading.co.uk/abbey-ruins-preview
http:// www.livingreading.co.uk/traveltrade


Reading sits at the heart of the Great West Way, a multi-
modal route from London to Bristol, which can be travelled by 
bike, road, rail, canal or on foot, making it the first of its kind.
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Stay in Reading and explore  
the Great West Way 

Roseate Reading 
0118 9527770

Novotel Reading 
0118 952 2600

Crowne Plaza Reading 
0118 925 9900

Hilton Reading 
0118 916 9000

Voco Reading 
0118 925 3500

Penta 
0118 958 6222

Reading is one of the best connected towns in the UK...  
Easy to get to and easy to get around

Novotel Reading

Roseate Reading

By road
Reading is on the M4, the main motorway east-west 
from London to Wales. Reading is served by junctions 
10-12 and the city centre is just 2 miles north of 
Junction 11. There are two park and rides on the edge  
of Reading. 

Getting around Reading
Reading town centre is highly walkable. The train station 
is 2 minutes walk from the man shopping streets. 
Reading Buses, UK Bus Operator of the Year, serve all of 
Reading and the wider area with a very regular service. 
There are a number of car parks in the town centre.

Coaches
Drop off in Central Reading next to Reading Museum 
on Valpy Street. Coach parking at Reading Buses depot 
(9am - 5pm) by prior arrangement (0118 959 4000).

By rail
Reading is linked north, south, east and west by rail. 
GWR operate the mainline service between London and 
Bristol/Wales. Most fast trains stop at Reading. South West 
Trains operate services to the south and CrossCountry 
trains operate services between the south coast and the 
north of England/Scotland which stop at Reading. Reading 
is only 25 minutes by train from London Paddington. 

GWR has developed a combined rail and bus ticket, the 
GWR Great West Way® Discoverer pass which allows 
your customers the freedom to explore along the Great 
West Way, connecting its extensive network of rail and 
more than 200 bus routes.

Heathrow or Gatwick Express Airport Transfers

Heathrow: Non-stop trains run every 15 minutes 
taking 15 minutes to reach London Paddington.

RailAir coaches run from Heathrow direct to Reading 
up to every 20 minutes and take approximately 45 
minutes.

Gatwick: Gatwick Express is a 
non-stop train between 
Gatwick Airport and 
London Victoria, running 
four times an hour. For 
easier transfers to the 
Great West Way from 
Gatwick there’s an 
hourly direct train to 
Reading. Reading is just 25  

minutes from London

https://www.roseatehotels.com/reading/theroseate/
https://all.accor.com/ssr/app/novotel/hotels/reading-uk/nov/index.en.shtml?compositions=1&stayplus=false&order_hotels_by=RECOMMENDATION&utm_term=mar&gclid=CjwKCAjwlID8BRAFEiwAnUoK1QM7Ra3_OJgvjj7QxEN3EkH89hdHZ0WwXLxAj_KyCQNR3WWou_rt4hoCIoQQAvD_BwE&utm_campaign=ppc-nov-mar-goo-uk-en-rea-exa-sear-u&utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=google&utm_content=uk-en-all-all
https://www.cp-reading.co.uk
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/lhrhrhi-hilton-reading/
https://www.ihg.com/voco/hotels/gb/en/reading/xrerd/hoteldetail
https://www.pentahotels.com/hotels-destinations/united-kingdom/reading%20/
https://www.roseatehotels.com/reading/theroseate/

